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perspective. In that sense Voltaire paved the way for
the Eastern revival in Europe, a revival which, signifi-
cantly enough, coincided with the Napoleonic wars and
die yearning of the poets of Europe for the wisdom born
of innocence, and the simplicity born of a mature mind.

It is strange, thinks Voltaire, that it is always the
West that goes to India in search of truth. Never did
Indians feel this craving either to subjugate the West or
to learn from Europe how to live. Perhaps the stran-
gest thing is, he reflects, that despite our superiority, it
is we who invade, never we who are invaded: 'The occi-
dental peoples/ he says, 'have in all discoveries shown a
great superiority of mind and courage over the oriental
nations. We have established ourselves among them,
and very often despite their resistance. We have learned
their languages, we have taught them some of our arts.
Bui nature had given them one advantage over us which
outweighs all ours: namely that they had no need what-
soever of us, while we were in need of them.'

Yes, Voltaire is ashamed. He is ashamed of his
ignorance and the wickedness and cruelties of Europeans
in the East. He is also a little bit ashamed of his own
civilization, the decline of which he is the most qualified
man to foresee. But everything, his shame and his fear
and his growing sense of frustration, is hidden beneath
a veil of cynicism and satire. There is nothing much
to choose between the superstitious ignorance of the
priests at home and the "Brahmins' of India, the poverty
of the agricultural labourer in France and the Indian
peasant, the political system of one country and that of
another. It all leads to the same abyss from which there
is no escape. And we shall not be far from wrong if